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British supremacy in the Mediterrancan was alrcady an affair of
thic past; her t ade route to Egypt and India through the Suez - Canal
was entirely indepenent on the good will of the French whose

fediterrancan fleet could wipe out or drive into port the English
Mediterranean fleet. Toulon suggested the possibility even the
probabil'ty of a Fronco-Russian naval coalition againsh  England. a
combination whose overwhelming superiority and strategic location

could only result in a decisive British defeat.
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